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July 2005 Newsletter 

 
        
A Note From Your President: 
 

         Well, we are safely back from our first WBCCI International Rally.  It was a 
GREAT first experience in face of some of the horror stories some of you shared 
with me in the past.  Bill and Dot and Paige and I traveled together.  We stopped in 
St. Louis for several days to visit friends and family.  We took the time to go up in 
"THE ARCH".  That was an experience, especially riding up in the capsule to the 
top of the arch.  It was 5 people to a capsule, knee to knee.  Have I ever mentioned 
to you that Bill is claustrophobic?  He made it just fine. 
  
        We arrived in Springfield, Missouri, early to help on the welcoming and parking 
committee. That was an experience I would not trade for anything.  Yes, it was hot 
but not unbearable.  We could always look forward to going "home" to our air-
conditioned trailer thanks to 30-amp current.  It was fun seeing all those trailers 
arrive -- some in caravans of 5 –12.  The people were friendly and we did what 
comes naturally for southern folks -- we welcomed and welcomed and welcomed. 
Paige and Dot got good practice with their red flags directing traffic into the 
appropriate lanes for parking by the "parkers".  They both will be ready for VDOT 
work at the drop of a hat. 
  
        The rally itself started on Monday, June 28, with the flag ceremony.  That was 
a sight.  I really appreciate Bill stepping in for me and carrying our flag.  With my hip 
problem I cannot stand in one spot for any length of time.  He was a great help to 
me all along on this trip.  Thanks Bill.  There were the usual meetings, seminars, 
and entertainment, but I enjoyed the people most of all.  It was so much fun 
meeting people from different parts of the country and hearing their stories. 
  
        I attended the delegate meeting and will be sharing details with you at a later 
date.  Just to let you know, Jerry was elected as International Third Vice President 
by a large margin over Ken.  Ken has resigned as President of Region 3 and Tom 
has assumed this position.  You will hear more about this as time goes by.  
  
        Oh, yes!  Our bulletin board designed by daughter Kara won 1st place in 
originality and Paige's cross stitch won a 2nd second place award. 
  
        I am glad my first International was a positive experience.  I am already 
looking forward to the International Rally in Salem, Oregon, in 2006.  
  
        I will be out of commission for awhile since I am having the first of my hip 
replacements done on August 1.   I will keep in touch with all of you.  Keep me in 
your prayers for a speedy recovery. 

Ray 
 
 

Two Exciting Rallies are coming up in the next months.  Details and directions follow. 
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Upcoming Event #1: Highland Haven Airstream Park Rally, Aug 18 to 21: 
NOW is the time to make your reservations by calling Highland Haven at 540-651-9050.  With advance 
reservations the special rally rate is $13.65 per night for two people payable by personal check to Highland 
Haven upon arrival.  Then call Bill & Dot or Jack & Phyllis (events-sv@att.net ) so we can plan for meals 
accordingly. 
 
In addition to Friday night’s excursion to the goings on in Floyd,  on Saturday a trip into Roanoke to the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation ( lots of LOCOMOTIVES AND TRAINS in their yard) will be offered.  Also offered is a 
visit to the O. Winston Link museum.  His photographs have been credited with capturing the power and majesty 
of the steam locomotive era.   More information can be found at www.linkmuseum.org.  Completing Saturday 
night, in the fine screened area of the Highland Haven’s shelter, we can talk, play games, and generally pass 
the time in comfort.  
 
See more information about Highland Haven at their web site http://www.vahighlandhaven.org/ 
 
Directions to Highland Haven: 
From the North: 
Follow I-81 South to Exit 143 (I-581) at Roanoke, follow I-581 and US 220 South through Roanoke to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, South (14.6 mi) to Adney Gap at Milepost 136, then follow US 221 South to 610 West at Exxon 
station.  Follow 610 West 1.3 mi. to 649 North; turn right on 649 and proceed .3 mi. to 792 West for .7 mi and 
look for the American flag flying on your left at the entrance of Highland Haven 
 
From Blue Ridge Parkway northbound:  
Exit at Route 8 North to Floyd, then right at traffic light onto US 221 North (14.2 mi) to  610 West at second 
Exxon Station. Follow 610 West 1.3 mi. to 649 North; turn right on 649 and proceed .3 mi. to 792 West for .7 mi 
and look for the American flag flying on your left at the entrance of Highland Haven. 

 
 

Upcoming Event #2: Installation of new officers, at Ray and Paige’s, Sept. 9 - 11 
 
Directions: 
From the Valley – Go to Orange, Va., take 20 North for approximately 8.5 miles, turn R on 522 South.  You will 
travel 13.5 miles to Day’s Bridge Road (this is the first L past Christopher Run Campground).  Travel .6 mile – 
Bluewater will be on the R.  This is a gated community.  I will give you the code when you call us to register.  
After passing through gate, turn L on Bluewater Blvd.  Take a L on Mulberry Rd.  We are the first house on the L 
– a two-story “salt box” with wood siding.  Follow WBCCI signs.  This will basically be dry camping but you are 
welcome to use the house facilities. 
 
From Richmond Area – Get on 522.  You will pass the 208 intersection.  Dickenson Store will be on the left.  
Day’s Bridge Rd. will be the next left. 
 
There will be a potluck supper Friday night—meat and drink will be provided. 
Saturday and Sunday breakfast will be provided. 
We will go to a restaurant to eat on Saturday night. 
Officers bring your WBCCI “get-up”:  navy bottoms, white top, red tie, and blue beret, 
 
Call to register:  events-sv@att.net 
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Our Picnic Rally at Glenn Acres Farm… 
Was a blast from the past with charter members of the unit and other “vintage” members in attendance.  Many 
thanks to the Wagonmasters, Frank and Ruby, who personally contacted many of the unit members about the 
rally.  In addition to the catered BBQ and chicken, Ruby outdid herself with the other homemade side dishes and 
desserts.  The floral arrangements on the tables were beautiful.  Thank you, thank you, thank you…for your 
gracious hospitality Frank and Ruby. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        In Memory                                        Preston  
                                                                                    July 26, 1914 – March 24, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Preston and Mary were charter members of the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia Unit, and were most 
helpful in getting it started.  We enjoyed their camp site at Laurel Lakes west of Harrisonburg at the foot 
of Shenandoah Mountain.  Fishing was good and Preston kept the campfire going in the shelter and the 
coffee pot hot over the fire. 
 
Both Preston and Mary served as officers of the club and we have missed their cheerful presence.  
Mary, the quilter, is at V.M.R.C. in Oak Lea and is no longer able to quilt.  She enjoys visits. 
 
Thank you Preston and Mary for your generous hospitality and friendship. 
 
        Virginia  
 
 
 
  Elra White “Brownie”, June 6, 1909 – July 4, 2005 
 
“Brownie” and her late husband Huston were avid travelers having been to Russia, Nova Scotia, 
Mexico, Alaska, Hawaii, and throughout the United States.  They were members of the Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia Unit of the Wally Byam Airstream travel group. 
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Some Pictures of recent gatherings: 
 

From the goings on at International:  Very finely attired, changing of the leadership 
     Retiring President and First Lady                                  newly appointed First Vice President 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                      Formal orchestral accompaniment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and Airstreams in Parade!  
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And the blue ribbon winner in the originality category is … our entry… 
First Place again !  Our Bulletin board won a first place at International AGAIN !!!  Congratulations to 
Ray and Paige’s daughter, Kara, for her magnificent designs.   
A mosaic, made from thousands of Airstream Rally and historical Club event pictures, forms an image of Wally 
Byam and the WBCCI insignia. 
 
     John, a founding member of our unit, who attended the 

July luncheon was delighted to see himself pictured on 
the one expanded picture clip from the mosaic. 
 
GOOD PLANNING Kara! 


